
Welcome back!  

Let’s pray. 

Today we begin a new section of the Book of Ezekiel.  We will just start to see the change today, but it will 
become more apparent next week. 

In Current news:  I saw an article in World Israel News  called  “Analysis: Two Munich summits – 1938 and 2018”, 
and I thought I would  read a portion to you: 

Merely days before the recent Munich Security Conference, a sophisticated Iranian drone, deployed from Syria, 
succeeded in entering Israeli air space before being shot down by the IDF. Holding a piece of the destroyed Iranian 
drone in Munich, Netanyahu warned Iran not to test Israel’s resolve. In the most serious military confrontation 
between Israel and Iran in Syria to date, Israel lost its first warplane since 1982. Israel responded by bombing a 
dozen Iranian and Syrian targets and destroying much of Syria’s air defenses. 

Before becoming Britain’s Prime Minister, Winston Churchill had been a lone voice, warning the free world of the 
dangers of appeasing Hitler. Before the Second World War, Churchill was ridiculed at home and abroad, and the 
Nazi menace was largely dismissed. Today, the Iranian threat is dismissed by much of the free world, which is bent 
on keeping the nuclear deal with Tehran seemingly at almost any price. Just as Hitler was once considered a 
“Jewish problem,” Iran’s genocidal regime is considered by many to be an “Israeli problem.” 

Then, like now, what starts with the Jews does not end with the Jews. Like Nazi Germany, the Iranian Islamist 
regime’s aggressive ambitions extend far beyond the Jews. Many of Israel’s Sunni Arab neighbors feel so 
threatened by Iran that they even cultivated tacit cooperation with the Jewish state.   

Now, as we get to chapters 38 and 39 of Ezekiel, the importance of this article will become more apparent to you. 
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In this lesson we will study chapters 33 and 34 of the book of Ezekiel.  However, first we will 
begin our look at the history of the modern nation of Israel.  That means that we will examine 
the life of Theodor Herzl and his founding of the Zionism movement. 

We will then move on to consider chapters 33 and 34 of Ezekiel. 

In chapter 33, we will see that the LORD calls Ezekiel to once again be a watchman, and the 
LORD will have some things to say to the unrepentant exiles. 

In chapter 34 the LORD will address Himself to the bad shepherds, and we will Hear the LORD’s 
declaration of the Good Shepherd. 

(next slide) 

2 



Let’s review. 

Ezekiel, a priest from Jerusalem, was taken to Babylon in Nebuchadnezzar’s second conquest in 598 B.C.  
During his time in Babylon, Ezekiel, as the LORD’s prophet and watchman has been  giving to the  exiles 
in Babylon the LORD’s message of judgment upon the nation of Israel and upon the surrounding nations.  
This study takes place sometime after 586 B.C. and the fall of Jerusalem.  It may be as late as 585 B.C. as 
we begin our study. 

The last time we met, we heard about God’s judgment upon Egypt, the Pharaoh, and the nations that 
were aligned with Egypt. 

The LORD said that He would give Egypt and the Pharaoh into Nebuchadnezzar’s hands.  The LORD said 
that Nebuchadnezzar and his army did the LORD’s work against Tyre, but they did not receive the spoils 
since Tyre moved its wealth offshore.  Hence, the LORD gave Egypt to the Babylonians as their wages. 

The LORD said that He would break Pharaoh’s arms, meaning Pharaoh’s power, and The Babylonians 
would destroy Egypt and cause an Egyptian diaspora that would last 40 years.  After this  Egypt would be 
restored , but never to its former glory. 

Ezekiel is told to raise a lamentation for Egypt.  And we are told that the nations will be shocked by the 
overthrow of Egypt. 

So complete is the judgement upon Egypt, that the LORD actually follows Pharaoh and his armies and 
supporter’s descent into the pit, Sheol. 
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We begin this week the history of the modern nation of Israel.  Today, we will discuss Theodor Herzl and the rise of 
Zionism.   

The history that I am going to relate to you is abbreviated, because of our time constraints.  So, although I am 
starting with Herzl, the Zionist movement had many other significant contributors, such as Leo Pinsker’s Auto-
Emancipation, which called for the creation of a Jewish state in 1882.  Nevertheless, I think by the time we are 
finished, you will have a much better understanding than most people (including many Jews) and certainly better 
than any mainstream news reporter I have heard. 

Theodor Herzl was born in Budapest, Hungary in 1860.  His Hebrew name was Binyamin Ze’ev, which means 
Benyamin is a wolf. 

Herzl was raised in a more or less secular Jewish home.  Herzl’s father, Jakob, was a very successful businessman.  
Herzl’s mother, Jeanette, and his father were both German-speaking, assimilated Jews.  This means that they had 
adopted the German culture and belief systems, and this influenced Theodor’s early life and thinking.  This is similar 
to assimilated Jews in the United States, who have adopted very liberal views that are not favorable to wards Israel. 

As a young man, Herzl believed that the Germans were the most cultured people in Central Europe.  Herzl felt that 
assimilation would lead Jews, such as himself, to become cultured Europeans. 

However, Herzl’s views began to change as he studied law in the University of Vienna.  Here, Herzl encountered and 
was repelled by the anti-Semitism at the university.  He did receive his doctorate in the Law, and he practiced law 
briefly. 

Herzl moved on to a career in journalism and literature. He  worked as a journalist for a Viennese newspaper and as 
a correspondent for Neue Freie Presse, in Paris.  Later, as editor of Neue Freie Presse, Herzl wrote several comedies 
and dramas for the Viennese Stage which did not focus on Jewish life. 

However, Herzl’s life and views were about to crystalize, and the catalyst was a very celebrated trial in Paris… 
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Herzl was in Paris during the trial of Captain Alfred Dreyfus.  Dreyfus was a young French artillery officer of Jewish descent. 

In 1894 the French military suspected that a French military officer was providing secret information to the German 
government.  At this time anti-Semitism was rampant in the French army.  Dreyfus was accused of treason because he was a Jew 
and he had access to the type of information that had been supplied to the Germans. 

Dreyfus was tried in a secret court-martial, where Dreyfus was not allowed to examine the evidence against him.  Despite 
Dreyfus’ claims of innocence, he was found guilty and he was stripped of his rank in a humiliating public ceremony where mobs 
shouted “Death to the Jews”.  Herzl witnessed this. 

Dreyfus was sentenced to life in prison on Devil’s Island, a penal colony located off the coast of South America.  He probably 
would have died there except for some unexpected events. 

Lieutenant Colonel Georges Picquart, an unapologetic anti-Semite, did not care about Dreyfus.  However, he was concerned that 
the real culprit might still be giving secrets to the Germans.  Picquart discovered that the real traitor was a Major Walsin 
Esterhazy.  However, rather than admit their error, the French military shipped Picquart off to Tunisia, and then they tried and 
acquitted Esterhazy, despite the evidence of his guilt. 

That might have been the end, but the novelist Emile Zola exposed the military cover-up  with an article called “J’accuse!”  (I 
accuse) in a daily newspaper.  Zola was  then tried and found guilty of libeling the military, but Zola escaped to England. 

Later, it was discovered that a lieutenant colonel, Hubert Henry, had forged documents and placed them in the Dreyfus file to 
strengthen the case against Dreyfus in case he was given another trial.  Henry committed suicide after he was interrogated. 

Dreyfus was given another trial in 1899.  He was again found guilty.  This time he was sentenced to 10 years detention, but it 
was noted that there were “extenuating circumstances”. 

The President of France pardoned Dreyfus in September 1899, and he returned to France.  However, Dreyfus had to wait until 
1906 to be exonerated and to be restored to his former military rank, 12 years after it all began. 

The Dreyfus Affair led Herzl to conclude that anti-Semitism is an immutable factor in human society, which assimilation would 
not solve.  Because of this, Herzl considered the idea of Jewish sovereignty.  With some support and a lot of ridicule from Jewish 
leaders Herzl published his key work, Der Judenstaat, “The Jewish State”, in 1896.  One quote I found states, “He declared that 
the Jews could gain acceptance in the world only if they ceased being a national anomaly. The Jews are one people, he said, and 
their plight could be transformed into a positive force by the establishment of a Jewish state with the consent of the great 
powers. He saw the Jewish question as an international political question to be dealt with in the arena of international politics.” 
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Although the Jewish leaders were not very keen about Herzl’s ideas, the Jewish masses in Eastern Europe were 
enthusiastic. 

In 1897, at considerable personal expense, he founded the Zionist newspaper Die Welt (The World)in Vienna. And 
he planned the First Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland. He was elected president of the Congress, and in 1898 
he began a series of diplomatic initiatives to build support for a Jewish country. 

Herzl convened six Zionist Congresses between 1897 and 1902. He met with world leaders such as Kiaser Wilhelm II 
and Joseph Chamberlain, the British colonial secretary .  There was concern to immediately help Russian Jews who 
were facing pogroms.  This led to the consideration of a British plan to temporarily house Jews  in Uganda, but this 
plan was rejected. 

In his Zionist novel, Altneuland (Old New Land) published in 1902, Herzl pictured the future Jewish state as a 
socialist utopia. He envisioned a new society that was to rise in the Land of Israel on a cooperative basis utilizing 
science and technology in the development of the Land. 

Although many of us would not agree with Herzl’s vision for the new Jewish homeland, his book had a great impact 
on the Jews of the time and became a symbol of the Zionist vision in the Land of Israel. 

Herzl died in 1904 at the age of  44 of pneumonia and a weak heart.  

Today, Herzl is called the father of modern political Zionism. Herzl formed the Zionist Organization and promoted 
Jewish immigration to Palestine in an effort to form a Jewish state. 

Herzl also appears in the Israeli Declaration of Independence.  We will discuss this in a later study. 

Now we will get back to the Book of Ezekiel… 
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Let’s read chapter 33 of Ezekiel verses 1 – 20.   (Read verses 1-.20) 

The word of the LORD comes to Ezekiel once more.  The LORD speaks to Ezekiel about the role of a watchman.  We 
discussed watchmen and their duties in chapter 3:17-21.  Essentially, a watchman’s job is to stand on a wall or 
tower, watch (i.e. keep alert) for danger to the city, and to blow the trumpet to warn the city when danger 
approaches.  Once the watchman gives warning, his job is done.  If he does not give warning, then he has failed in 
his duty.  And this is exactly what the LORD says to Ezekiel. 

The difference in chapter 33 over chapter 3, is that the LORD speaks not just of Ezekiel.  God says that the people of 
any land should take one of their own to be a watchman for them. 

The LORD says if the watchman sees danger coming and blows the trumpet , then those who do heed the warning 
will save their lives.  Those who don’t heed the warning will be guilty of their own blood. 

If the watchman fails to give warning, then the people will be taken away in their iniquity, but the LORD will require 
their blood at the watchman’s hand.  We don’t know exactly what this means, but it does not sound good! 

The LORD reminds Ezekiel that the LORD has made Ezekiel a watchman to the house of Israel.  God reminds Ezekiel 
of Ezekiel’s duty to warn the wicked, or the LORD will require their blood at Ezekiel’s hand.   

Paul gives a similar message in 1 Cor 14:8.  Later in Acts 20:26-27 Paul says that he is not guilty of the blood of 
anyone, because he never failed to give the whole counsel of God.  This is also an echo of Proverbs 24:10-12. 

Ezekiel is told to tell the people that they have complained that their sins will cause them to rot away, and they will 
not be able to live.  The people had no doubt seen that Ezekiel’s words from the LORD come true.  However, the 
LORD once again tells the people that He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.  The LORD desires 
repentance and a turning to the LORD, which will result in His mercy. 

This is the same basic message as we find in the New Testament.  Repent, turn to Jesus, and receive God’s grace 
and mercy. 

We discussed the LORD’s fairness in judgement in chapter 18.  When the people again say that the LORD’s way is 
not just In chapter 33 the LORD repeats His assertion that He , the LORD, is just and the people are not. 
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Let’s read chapter 33 of Ezekiel verses 21 – 33.   (Read verses 21-33.) 

When the LORD made Ezekiel a prophet  and a watchman back in chapter 3, the LORD also said that Ezekiel would 
be unable to speak unless the LORD directly told him to.  Back in chapter 24 verses 25 to 27 Ezekiel was told that  
he would be free to speak once an escapee from the destruction of Jerusalem reached him with the news. 

Here at last in chapter 33 the event occurs that releases Ezekiel to speak freely again.  Ezekiel was made aware  by 
the LORD the night before that the escapee had arrived, and the LORD opened Ezekiel’s mouth that morning.  It 
had taken between 6 and 18 months for the escapee to arrive depending upon which commentary you read.  In any 
event, it took a long time for the fugitive to make his way from Jerusalem all the way to Ezekiel in the city of  
Tel-Avib in Babylon. 

Ezekiel is then told by God that the remnant that remained in the land of Israel had taken up an illogical belief.  The 
people were saying that Abraham was given the land when he was just one man.  Therefore, since they were many 
more than Abraham, they believed that the land was now theirs. 

The LORD however does not agree with the people, and he rebukes their saying.  Instead, the LORD says they are 
sinners who have committed and are committing abominations.  Therefore, He will not only not give them the land, 
He will destroy them by the sword, by wild beasts, and by pestilence, leaving the land desolate.  This will lead them 
to know that He is the LORD. 

Verses 30 to 33 are focused on the exiles that are with Ezekiel.  Apparently, the exiles after 7 years have learned 
that Ezekiel’s prophecies are from the LORD, because they have seen them fulfilled. Hence, they sit before Ezekiel 
to hear his words, and they speak their appreciation, as though Ezekiel was just a good entertainer.  Yet, although 
they heard the words from the LORD, they did not take them to art and act accordingly. 

This is essentially the same thing that James says in James 1:22.  They  were hearers of the word and not doers of 
the word, deceiving themselves. 

The LORD says that when the desolation comes to the remainder of Israel, and it will come, then they will know 
that a prophet has been among them. Warren Wiersbe says of these last verses, “Complimenting the preacher is 
not the same as obeying the Master.” 
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Let’s read chapter 34 of Ezekiel verses 1 – 19.   (Read verses 1-.19) 

The LORD speaks once again to Ezekiel, but now the tone and subject matter is changing. 

Once more, we see the LORD use allegory to make His point.  In this case, He uses shepherds and sheep to explain 
the LORD’s position about the people and leadership of Israel. 

The LORD uses shepherds to represent the leadership of Israel.  In this case, it means the kings and other leaders of 
Israel.  Of the 43 kings of Israel and Judah, there were only three kings (David, Hezekiah, and Josiah) that totally and 
consistently  were loyal to the LORD.  There were 8 to 9 other kings that did some good, and the rest were bad. 

The LORD uses sheep to represent the people of Israel.  In verse 6 the LORD calls them “my sheep”.  In verse 11 the 
LORD says He will seek out “my sheep”.  So, the LORD despite all of His judgements upon the people, never stopped 
considering them His. 

The LORD condemns the shepherds for being greedy and self-centered.  They fed themselves and not the flock.  
They did not protect the flock.  The LORD says the flock became scattered and became prey for wild beasts because 
of the shepherds. 

Therefore, the LORD says He is against the shepherds.  In essence the LORD puts and end to the monarchy in Israel.  
There will be no more kings like those before.  Subsequently, Israel was ruled by foreign kings and by those kings, 
like Herod, who were set up by foreign kings such as the Caesars.  

Starting in verse 11, the LORD says that He will seek out and  rescue His sheep.  He will return those that had been 
scattered to their own land, where He will care for them.  This speaks of the return of the Jewish people  from 
Babylon and later the return of the Diaspora.  Israel’s return was debated for 1900 years until, as we have already 
discussed, Israel became a nation once again May 14, 1948.  Even so, there are many who don’t think that the 
modern nation of Israel is the fulfillment of these prophecies. 

In verse 17, God speaks of judging between the rams or sheep and the goats.  This I believe is prophetic of  
Matt 25:31-46, where the LORD says that He will judge between the sheep and the goats.  This in turn is a 
reference to Jesus judging the nations at His second coming.  The goats are those who do not believe and who have 
consumed ,destroyed, and fouled the land and water.   (next slide) 
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Let’s read chapter 34 of Ezekiel verses  20 – 31.   (Read verses  20-31.) 

With verse 20, things take on a decidedly Messianic  flavor.  The LORD states that He will rescue His flock and that 
He will judge between sheep and sheep.  That is, the LORD will judge between the sheep that are His and the sheep 
that are not His.  This again seems to speak of Matt 25:31-46. 

In verse 23 the LORD states that He will set up one  shepherd, His servant David to be the shepherd of his people. 
This ties directly to John chapter 10: 

John 10:7 
7So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 

John 10:14  
14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 

John 10:16 
16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 
will be one flock, one shepherd. 
 

The LORD is not saying that the shepherd will be the resurrected David.  In fact the Good Shepherd will be David’s 
descendant.  God speaks of this descendant of David who would be ,and we know is, the Messiah, Jesus in  
Jer 23:5, Jer 30:9, Hos 3:5, and Is 55:3-4. 

Starting with verse 25 through the end of chapter 34, the LORD moves even further out into time.  These passages 
most likely refer to the Millennium, when Israel is living in peace in her own land.  See Is 65:17-25 and Rev 21 for 
additional descriptions of this period.  Paul speaks about this time in Romans 11:25-27, where he speaks of the 
blindness of Israel.  And Paul implies that God is withholding spiritual awakening to Israel until some set number of 
believers is reached. After that time, God’s focus will once more be on Israel.  There is still one 7-year period  from 
the Book of Daniel to go for the nation of Israel. 

Questions?   

Please read chapters 35 and 37 for next week.  

Let’s pray. 
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